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The lead article in this issue is a 
significant contribution to the current 
“dialogue” in the field of Evangelism. 
By Dr. Billy Graham, it consists of 
excerpts from an address delivered 
July 8 before the World Council of 
Churches’ Consultation on Evangelism 
in Geneva, Switzerland. 





We have just heard of a local con- 
gregation which has started a Book- 
of-the month club. That’s right. Ap- 
palled by the trashy literature too 
often apparent in the stores and in 
the homes of Christians, the St. 
Thomas Episcopal Church of Houston, 
Tex., has started a Club operated on 
the customary basis. Members agree 
to purchase at least four books each 
year, of the twelve selected by the 
directors and offered at a reduced 
price. The books are selected from 
works available in fields related to 
the church’s interest and program. 





Footnote on Church and State: 
“Montreat, N. C. represents the only 
instance, in America, of a Church- 
owned, incorporated municipality. Here 
the Presbyterian Church levies and 
collects taxes!”—Dr. C. Grier Davis, 
new President of Montreat. 





The Roman Sacred Congregation of 
Rites is seriously considering appoint- 
ing St. Bona of Pisa as patron saint 
of airline hostesses. The Vatical dis- 
patch announcing the possible appoint- 
ment, gravely recalled the Saint’s 
qualifications for the job: as a girl 
of 13 tender years she “left” Italy 
for the Holy Land to carry out her 
“self-imposed” mission as a “globe- 
trotting saint who devoted herself to 
helping pilgrims.”” From age 13 “until 
age 50, when her feet had become 
swollen” she performed the functions 
of the medieval equivalent of an air- 
line hostess. 
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BRAZIL—“Operation BR 14” might 
be the name of a new effort by the 
Brazil Missions to blanket the rapidly 
developing area around the new cap- 
ital city and along the fabulous high- 
ways leading to it from the north, 
east and south. The highway project 
is labeled “BR 14.” It includes thou- 
sands of miles of roadway opening the 
modern interior capital to the coast. 
Each of the Brazil missions will con- 
centrate in that portion of the terri- 
tory linked with the geographical area 
in which they are now working. The 
West Brazil Mission will serve the 
immediate area of Brasilia and the 
territory to the west. The East Brazil 
Mission will serve the main arteries 
leading from the south and east while 
the North Brazil Mission will work 
along the major portion of the high- 
way linking the isolated north and 
northeast with the heart of the 
country. 

—Pierre W. DuBose, Jr. 





CONGO — By the time you read 
this independence will be a reality in 
the Congo. No one knows the out- 
come but we are hoping and praying 
for a peaceful transition. Some time 
in July a special meeting will be held 
between twenty-five selected Congo- 
lese Christians of the new Presby- 
terian Church in Congo, and ten mis- 
sionaries, to draw up the new organi- 
zational set-up for the cooperative 
work of the Church and the Mission. 
At present there is envisioned a joint 
council made up of elected representa- 
tives from the Church and the Mission 
to serve as an advisory body until 
the Church is fully able and willing 
to take all responsibility for its de- 
cisions, actions and finances. 


—Mrs. Lachlan C. Vass, Jr. 


Canadian Presbyterians Mark Scottish Reformation 





Free Methodists Oppose 
Abolishing Death 
Penalty, Leave NCC 


WINONA LAKE, Ind. (RNS) — 
Delegates to the centenary General 
Conference of the Free Methodist 
Church here voted down by a narrow 
margin a resolution that would have 
put the denomination on record as 
favoring the abolition of capital pun- 
ishment. 


The Conference also endorsed the 
action of its Board of Missions to 
sever relations with the National 
Council of Churches’ Division of For- 
eign Missions and approved the use 
of service agencies of the Evangelical 
Foreign Missions Association. A reso- 
lution supporting the board’s move 
cited theological differences and vari- 
ant social, economic and political 
views of pronouncements by the NCC 
and its units not in harmony with 
the denomination’s position. 


Although the Free Methodist Church 
has never been a constituent member 
of the National Council itself, the 
denomination’s missions board has 
maintained cooperative relations with 
the NCC’s foreign missions division. 
Free Methodists were among the con- 
servative Protestant groups that spon- 
sored the organization of the National 
Association of Evangelicals in 1942. 





Austrian Government, 
Vatican Sign 


Financial Agreement 

VIENNA — (RNS) — An agree- 
ment ensuring the Roman Catholic 
Church in Austria an annual state 
grant of $4,000,000 for its financial 
support was signed here by representa- 
tives of the Austrian government and 
of the Vatican. 


The agreement marks the first ma- 
jor step forward in negotiations in- 
itiated over a decade ago to reinstate 
the 1934 Austria-Vatican concordat. 
This document, signed during the for- 
mer Nazi regime, was accepted by the 
government as valid on the condition 
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BEAVERTON, Ont. — (RNS) — 
The skirling of bagpipes and the thun- 
der of drums echoed across Lake Sim- 
coe as 3,000 Canadian Presbyterians 
gathered on its shores to mark the 
400th anniversary of the Scottish Re- 
formation. 


Their calebration commemorated 
the adoption by the Scottish Parlia- 
ment in 1560 of the first Confession 
of Faith for the reformed Church of 
Scotland — a document that had been 
drawn up in four days by John Knox 
and five other ministers at the Second 
Covenanter Conventicle. 


Worshippers, many of them wearing 
kilts, drove up in cars and took their 
places on benches as the band of Can- 
ada’s 48th Highland Regiment piped 
a greeting. 


The music, color and relaxed manner 
of the participants here contrasted 
sharply with the events this celebra- 
tion recalled. Conventicles, in Scot- 
tish history, were small secret meet- 
ings held in houses or secluded glens 
for worship and religious and political 
discussion. 


For the actual services, however, 
the Presbyterians scorned musical in- 
struments and turned back the clock 
to the old days when the pitch was 
given by a precentor with a tuning 
fork. 


Massed church choirs, chanting the 
traditional Scottish paraphrases of 
Scripture, provided a moving tribute 
to the occasion. 





that changes be made in it to conform 
to present Austrian law. 


Signing the new agreement on be- 
half of the government were Foreign 
Minister Bruno Kreisky and Minister 
of Education Heinrich Drimmel. The 
signer acting for the Vatican was 
Archbishop Giovanni Dellepiane, Papal 
Nuncio to Austria. 


Other agreements remain to be 
worked out for the reinstatement of 
other vital clauses of the 1934 con- 
cordat, including the legal recognition 
of Church marriages and support of 
the Catholic schools. 






Indiana Church Starts 
Drive-In Sunday 
Sunrise Services 


SOUTH BEND, Ind. — (RNS) — 
Sunday sunrise services at a local 
drive-in theater have been inaugurat- 
ed for the summer by Grace Methodist 
church here. 


The experiment was begun for wor- 
shippers “who are anxious to get out 
on the golf course or beach,” said the 
Rev. Ralph S. Steele, the church’s pas- 
tor. The service starts at 6:15 a.m. 
and lasts 45 minutes. 


Mr. Steele conducts the service from 
a pulpit on the roof of the theater’s 
projection stand. A microphone de- 
livers his words to worshippers in 
their cars through the theater’s sound 
system. The services are sponsored 
by his church but are non-denomina- 
tional in nature. Eventually guest 
ministers will be invited to speak and 
some music will be provided. 





Noah’s Ark Probers 
Leave Riddle Unsolved 


COLUMBUS, O. —(RNS) — A 
team of photographers, archaeologists, 
and cartographers, who went to a 
mountainous area of Turkey search- 
for evidence of Noah’s Ark, returned 
here with “inconclusive” findings. 


Dr. Arthur J. Brandenberger of 
Ohio State University led the expedi- 
tion to a ship-shaped formation 20 
miles south of the 17,000 foot peak 
of Mt. Ararat, which lies near the 
western border of Soviet Armenia. 


Further probing will be necessary 
to prove the existence of the ark, Dr. 
Brandenberger said. If nature has 
made the formation, he added, “then 
it is an extremely amazing exception.” 


The team, sponsored by the Archae- 
ological Research Foundation, Inc., of 
Washington, D. C., left the site after 
two days of preliminary investigation. 
The formation was first revealed to 
them in an aerial photo which showed 
it to be 500 feet long, 160 feet wide 
with walls as high as 20 feet. 


Dr. Brandenberger said speculation 
that the formation was in some way 
connected with the ark, originated in 
Turkey. He said: “The problem re- 
mains — if we should dig deep enough 
would we be able to find remains? 
We left the scene with the question 


unsolved whether it was artificial or 
natural. Sooner or later, other people 
will investigate, dig deep enough to 
find more clues.” 


“The first impression is that the 
formation was artificial,” he added. 
“Whether natural or artificial, it still 
is not clear.” 





Two Baptist Groups 
Oppose Catholic 
President 


National conventions of two Baptist 
bodies have gone on record in oppo- 
sition to election of a Roman Catholic 
president. 


Religious News Service dispatches 
said the General Association of Regu- 
lar Baptist Churches, meeting in Long 
Beach, Calif., and the American Bap- 
tist Association, meeting in Kansas 
City, passed resolutions opposing elec- 
tion of a Romanist. 


Messengers at the California meet- 
ing based their action on grounds that 
he “would be subjected to certain 
pressures from his church.” 


“The Roman Catholic Church’s ex 
cathedra decrees of Popes are re- 
garded as eternally infallible,” the 
Regular Baptist resolution declared. It 
added that the “historic position of 
the Catholic church has been opposed 
to full religious liberty and separation 
of church and state.” 


At Kansas City, the American Bap- 
tists described the Catholic church as 
“an international _religious-political 
organization whose religious and po- 
litical dogmas and concepts are in 
absolute conflict with our United States 
constitutional concepts of separation 


of church and state and religious 
freedom.” 
The Regular Baptist messengers 


also took action calling on all “Bible- 
believing” Baptists to drop out of the 
American Baptist Convention because 
of its continued membership in the 
National Council of Churches. It also 
made an appeal to “Bible-believing”’ 
members of all denominations affili- 
ated with NCC. 


In another resolution, the Regular 
group urged the Defense Department 
to consider re-issuing “vital” contents 
of the now-withdrawn Air Force man- 
ual which impungned the loyalty of 
the NCC and some Protestant clergy. 





Protestant 
Archaeologists At 
Shechem Project 


JERUSALEM — (RNS) — Prot- 
estant experts will resume work this 
summer at the site of the ancient 
Biblical city of Shechem — the first 
major American archaeological exca- 
vation in Palestine since World War II. 


Begun in 1956 by archaeologists 
and graduate students of Drew Uni- 
versity (Methodist) at Madison, N. J.., 
McCormick Theological Seminary 
(Presbyterian) in Chicago, and Har- 
vard University, the project is being 
supported by the American Schools of 
Oriental Research and the Bollingen 
Foundation of New York. 


Shechem, the first city in Palestine 
mentioned in the Bible, was the ear- 
liest religious center of Israel before 
the time of Jerusalem, and was later 
the capital of the Samaritans. It is 
buried within a 25-acre mound, or 
“tell,” in Jordan, about 40 miles north 
of Jerusalem. 


This summer the archaeologists will 
continue the excavation of Shechem’s 
temple, the largest in Palestine, and 
the old city wall, plus a later wall 
built inside the first. 


Directing the work will be Prof. G. 
Ernest Wright of the Harvard Divinity 
School, assisted by Professors Edward 
F. Campbell of McCormick and Law- 
rence E. Toombs of Drew. 


The first excavations at Shechem, 
which was finally destroyed around 
130 B.C., were made by an Austro- 
German expedition during three pe- 
riods between 1913 and 1934. These 
excavations, however, were made with- 
out the modern archaeological methods 
and equipment used by the American 
team. 





Moderator For Second 
Time After 50 Years 


BELFAST, No. Ireland (RNS) — 
The Rev. R. J. Mcllmoyle of Dervock, | 
County Antrim, has been elected for 
the second time as moderator of the 
Reformed Presbyterian Synod of Ire- 
land. 


He was first named to the post 50 
years ago, when the Synod observed 
its 100th anniversary. Minister of 
the Dervock congregation since 1905, 
Mr. Mcllmoyle is well known in the 
North of Ireland as a sheep-breeder 
and has won many trophies. 
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An abridgment of a message delivered to WCC Consultation in Geneva July 8. 


The Issue Tn Evangelism Today 


Evangelism was not so much the con- 
cern of the past generation as it has 
been of our own. Churchmen are 


re-studying and _ re-evaluating such 
words as “mission,” “commitment,” 
“conversion,” “evangelism,” and even 


“the Church.”’ With such an aim I am 
in cordial agreement, for current 
trends in evangelism are of great con- 
cern to me. 


In spite of glowing denominational 
statistics Christians are a diminishing 
“group” in the world. Does that mean 
we are reduced to an institution on the 
defensive? Are we committed to 
maintaining the status quo? If so, we 
may find ourselves using the Christian 
Gospel for a purpose for which it was 
never intended. Or have we a greater 
mission for this crisis hour of world 
history? 


EVANGELISM PRESUPPOSES 
GOSPEL 


Even a casual reading of the New 
Testament would thrust upon us the 
conviction that within these pages lies 
a message of hope to the human race 
in every generation under all conceiv- 
able circumstances. Thus, as Dr. Faris 
Whitesell says, “Evangelism applies a 
supernatural remedy for the need of 
the world.” Our world is sick. The 
Gospel of Christ offers the only effec- 
tive and satisfying cure. It seems to 
me imperative that this Consultation 
direct the church back to the simple 
but sufficient Good News of the New 


Testament. There is nothing else, 
nothing better, and nothing be- 
yond. The evangel of the. re- 


deeming Christ is the ultimate. We 
cannot improve upon it. While world 
leaders in the areas of economics, 
politics, government, science, social re- 
lations and religion wrestle despair- 
ingly with never-ending crises, Chris- 
tians can do something constructive 
by proclaiming the Good News. We 
have the answer to the predicament 
of man and to the plight of the world. 
It is something definite, adequate and 
available. The Gospel solves the prob- 
lem of human destiny. The philosophi- 


cal problems of where we came from, 
why we are here, and where we are 
going find their answer in the Gos- 
pel. 


The Gospel points the way to in- 
dividual peace, inner harmony, life 
adjustment and spiritual satisfaction. 
Modern life is subjected to so many 
drives, pressures, demands and per- 
plexing situations that we are fast be- 
coming a generation of distraught and 
disintegrated people. The Gospel gives 
this present life significance, courage, 
vision and hope. 


The problem of world brotherhood 
finds a practical solution in the Gos- 
pel. Human selfishness, racial antip- 
athy and national pride have confused 


the world. The world has become a 
neighborhood without becoming a 
brotherhood. The Gospel of Christ 


can break down these barriers and 
bring about a spirit of brotherhood. 


The problems of social progress and 
world betterment find their most prac- 
tical solution in the Gospel. Most of 
our great social agencies had their 
beginning in a conversion experience 
resulting from the preaching the Gos- 
pel. We can call names such as Shaftes- 
bury, Wilberforce, George Williams 
and many more. 


The problems of crime and the dis- 
integration of the home can best be 
met by the Gospel. Crime is selfish- 
ness gone mad. It can be curbed only 
by a radical renovation of the inner 
life. 


I am convinced that a return to dy- 
namic, vital New Testament evangel- 
ism is the answer to the problems of 
an anemic Christianity and loss of 
spiritual strength on the part of the 
churches. 


When churches lose interest in the 
evangelization of their own communi- 
ties and in the world missionary pro- 
gram, they are doomed to spiritual 
anemia. I believe that a return to 
New Testament evangelism will bring 
back life, power, purpose and a sense 
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of urgency to our churches. I am 
equally convinced that the Gospel of 
Christ is the only answer to the rising 
tide of atheistic, dialectical material- 
ism. 


However, as soon as we meniton 
the word evangelism, we are in dan- 
ger of becoming involved in one of 
the hazards of semantics. We must 
discover what the word evangelism 
meant to Jesus and Paul when they 
spoke of it, and also what their hearers 
understood it to mean. At this point 
I must say that I feel quite unquali- 
fied to discuss the meaning of evan- 
gelism in technical terms before this 
group. The subject is scholarly, com- 
plex and volatile, and full of potential 
misunderstandings. Thus I hesitate 
even to bring up the subject of defini- 
tion; yet this is probably the most im- 
portant single necessity facing the 
Church today. Originally “to evan- 
gelize” meant to make an announce- 
ment which, when received, produced 
spiritual well-being and wholeness, and 
moral prosperity. 


It would be very difficult today to 
get the entire church to agree on the 
wording of a definition of evangelism. 
However, the one that I have accepted 
and use is the definition of the Arch- 
bishop’s Committee of 1918, of the 
Church of England: “To evangelize 
is so to present Christ Jesus in the 
power of the Holy Spirit that men 
shall come to put their trust in God 
through Him, to accept Him as their 
Savior and serve Him as their King 
in the fellowship of His Church.” 


First, I have become convinced that 
the proclamation of the evangel must 
be made with authority. A. M. Chirg- 
win says: “The available evidence 
seems to show that from the first the 
church regarded the Bible not only 
as a necessary source of life and faith 
but also as an indispensable tool of 
its expansion.” They “use the Scrip- 
tures as a means of persuading non- 
Christians to accept the faith. The 
Bible was the regular tool of their 
evangelism.” 





Whenever the Church has used the 
Scriptures as her authority, spiritual 
power has followed. Chirgwin has ob- 
served: “The evangelical revivals 
were in large measure a return to the 
Bible. Those men made the Bible 
the source of the preacher’s message 
and the substance of the Gospel he 
declared. They used the Bible as a 
main, if not the sole tool of evan- 
gelism.”” Donald Miller has said: “We 
have no word of our own for the ills 
of the world in this dread hour. If 
we speak a word of our own, we are 
at best healing the heart of the world 
slightly if at all. Unless our message 
is an unfolding of the meaning of 
the Scriptures, we are orators and not 
preachers; and the world will never 
be saved by oratory, only by God.” 
Dr. Louis Brastow of Yale told his 
students: “It is true that those preach- 
ers who share most worthily the Bib- 
lical spirit and are dominated by its 
concrete and realistic methods are in- 
creasingly constructive and edifying.” 


I have found that the Scriptures 
have become a flame that has melted 
away unbelief in the hearts of people 
and moved them to decide for Christ. 
The Word has become a hammer 
breaking up stony hearts and shaping 
them into the likeness of God. Does 
not the Scripture say: “I will make 
my words in thy mouth fire” (Jere- 
miah 5:14)? “And is not my word 
like as a fire . . . and like a hammer 
that breaketh the rock to pieces?” 
(Jeremiah 23:29). I have found that 
one need not rely upon cleverness, 
oratory, psychological manipulation of 
crowds or apt illustrations or striking 
quotations from famous men. The 
older I get, the more I rely upon the 
Scripture itself. 


People all over the world are hungry 
to hear the Word of God. As the 
people came to the desert places to 
hear John the Baptist proclaim “Thus 
saith the Lord,’ so modern man in 
his confusion, frustration and bewilder- 
ments will still come to hear the min- 
ister who preaches with authority. It 
is my conviction than if evangelism 
is not based upon the Scriptures and 
does not speak with authority, it will 
have little relevance for the present 
situation. The Bible with its discern- 
ing, piercing message must become 
the basis of our preaching. I am not 
advocating Bibliolatry. I am not sug- 
gesting that we should worship the 
Bible any more than a soldier wor- 
ships his sword or a surgeon worships 
his scapel. I am, however, fervently 
urging a return to Bible-centered evan- 
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gelism, to a Gospel presentation with- 
out apology and without ambiguity, 
to a Gospel presentation with finality 
and conclusiveness. Our generation 
has wearied of our theological found- 
ering and uncertainty. 


During the past twenty years a 
great debate has raged within the 
Protestant church throughout’ the 
world as to what the kerygma is. Dr. 
C. H. Dodd calls our attention to the 
distinction in the New Testament be- 
tween the words didaskein and kerys- 
sein. The first has to do with teach- 
ing and the second has to do with pro- 
claiming or heralding the Gospel. Dr. 
Dodd has insisted that much of our 
preaching in the church at the present 
day would not have been recognized 
by the early Christians as kerygma; 
and yet he proceeds to call attention 
to the truth that “for the early church, 
then, to preach the Gospel was by 
no means the same thing as to deliver 
moral instruction or exhortation. 
While the church was concerned to 
hand on the teaching of the Lord, it 
was not by this that it made converts. 
It was by kerygma, says Paul, not by 
didache that it pleased God to save 
men.” Whenever the didache is given 
to the church without the kerygma, 
the effect is usually that which has 
been so well described by Dr. Harry 
J. Cotton as follows. “While the 
church pays lip service to the absolute 
moral demands of Jesus, the actual 
operative moral standard in the aver- 
age Protestant church, the standard 
by which church members judge one 
another, is a curious and unholy mix- 
ture of pagan morality, primitive folk- 
ways and bourgeois, middle-class re- 
spectability, seasoned by a few mixims 
drawn from the Bible.” If the visible 
church exists on such a level, it will 





To Prevent Soul Shipwreck 














have no word for a generation in up- 
heaval. 


A MESSENGER AND A MESSAGE 


The word evangelism implies a spe- 
cific message. More than 120 times 
the writers of the Gospel use some 
form of the word evangelizzo (evan- 
gelize) and it is usually translated 
“preach.” Paul describes himself by 
the word (keryx). Dr. Thayer in his 
Greek-English Lexicon defines the 
keryx as “a herald, a messenger, vested 
with public authority who conveyed 
the official messages of kings, magis- 
trates, princes, military commanders, 
or who gave summons or demands.” 


The late Dr. W. E. Sangster has 
written: “Evangelism is the procla- 
mation of the Good News of God in 
Jesus Christ to them that are without. 
It is not the Christian life or the quest 
for sanctification or the out-working 
of the Christian ethic in the social 
order, though it will relate to all of 
these. It is the sheer work of the 
keryx who goes in the name of the 
King of Kings He blows the 
trumpet and demands to be heard. He 
tells the people in plain words the 
melting clemency of their offended 
King and the things which belong to 
their peace.” Thus, when Paul speaks 
of himself as keryx, he means to say 
that he is a proclaimer of a message 
that is given to him. Peter calls Noah 
a preacher of righteousness (keryx), 
and his preaching was the cry of a 
herald of doom. Jesus said that Nin- 
eveh repented at the preaching 
(kerygma) of Jonah. 


The keryx is neither authorized nor 
permitted to display his originality. 
He is given a specific message. 


What is this message that the New 
Testament keryx or preacher is au- 
thorized to deliver? 


John Wesley once explained, “Be- 
fore I can preach love and grace, I 
must preach sin, law and judgment.” 


Canon Bryan Green says rightly: 
“No preaching can be _ evangelistic 
which does not stress the utter, essen- 
tial need that man, however cultured 
and civilized, has for God ... Man 
without God is lost and in Christ God 
came to save him. There must be a 
conviction that all men heed the Gos- 
pel and that there can be no substi- 
tute for it.’ 


Secondly, what is the cure for man’s 
disease? How can he be saved from 
this “lost” condition? 

Scholars may debate certain aspects 

(Cont. on p. 16, Col. 1) 
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When the debacle comes; when 
there suddenly dawns on America a 
realization that we as a nation have 
frittered away our place of world 
leadership; when the judgment of God 
descends on our land and the reality 
of our folly becomes apparent to all 
— then we will look back in an agoniz- 
ing realization of our folly and blind- 
ness. 


From its inception Communism has 
declared its intentions and mapped its 
course. It has proceeded to carry out 
its plans without at any time deviating 
one whit from its avowed purpose 
and ultimate goal: — The complete 
domination of the world. 


We cannot claim that what has 
taken place in recent years has oc- 
curred in a vacuum of ignorance. The 
plans and accomplishments of Com- 
munism have never been hidden under 
the bushel of subterfuge — except 
to those unwilling to see — and the 
entire world has watched as nations 
have succumbed one after the other 
and maps have been changed. 


We have no one but ourselves to 
blame for the present precarious state. 
We have willfully chosen to ignore 
facts and to embark on a course which 
this writer honestly believes will spell 
doom for America. In 1932 our gov- 
ernment took official action, giving 
diplomatic recognition to a nation 
which officially denies and defies God. 
The supposed advantages of such a 
step have been lost in the increasing 
evidence that God has turned this 
“diplomatic realism’ into a withering 
wreath of victory bought at the fright- 
ful cost of a compromise with evil. 


Americans have been willfully ig- 
norant of Communism and its aims. 
We have thought we might “win” this 
embodiment of satanic cleverness by 
developing a spirit of mutual under- 


standing and good will. We have con- 
fused the natural friendliness of the 
Russian people with the implacable 
evil of their rulers. We have thought 
that diplomatic relations would make 
possible cultural and social exchanges 
which would break down barriers. 


Our grave mistake has been in con- 
fusing a people with a philosophy; of 
dealing with an evil system as one 
would deal with wayward friends. 
Most serious of all, we have ignored 
Communism’s attack on the Sovereign 
God and thought that we could do 
business with His enemies without 
harm to ourselves. 


This is not for one moment to say 
that America is a “Christian nation.” 
One has but to look around to see the 
devastating effect of sin in our midst. 
But America does offer freedom to 
Christianity and to the Church, and 
she has from the beginning of her ex- 
istence given official recognition of 
God and honored Him as supreme. The 
Bible in our court rooms and “In God 
We Trust” on our currency bear mute 
testimony to this. 


Under the good hand of a bene- 
ficient God we have prospered as a 
people, enjoyed freedom, and been 
raised to a position of world leader- 
ship. But with increasing power and 
prestige we forgot that God holds na- 
tions, as well as men, accountable for 
their actions. For America we be- 
lieve the fatal turn was taken when 
we recognized Soviet Russia. 


The childish argument that “recog- 
nition of a government does not carry 
with it approval of that government,” 
has no relevance where the things of 
God are concerned. In Communism 
we have the spirit of Anti-Christ 
rampant, and we chose to try to do 
business with it. 
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As time has passed, the inevitable 
deterioration set in and has gone on 
apace. There are those who now bold- 
ly say that “anti-Communism can be 
worse than Communism.” Now open 
attacks on Communism and our own 
international policies are in turn con- 
demned and ridiculed by a combina- 
nation of well meaning but ignorant 
individuals, the professional one- 
worlders and those definitely com- 
mitted to left-wing philosophies, or 
worse. 


But there is no excuse for ignorance, 
nor is there justification for letting 
some ill-advised alarmist divert one’s 
attention from a danger which is both 
real and evident. 


Confused by subversive forces work- 
ing from within and the agents of in- 
filtration and intrigue to be found 
everywhere today, many feel that 
America is in the gravest danger in 
her history. Compromised by official 
recognition of our political enemies, 
we are also confronted by the soften- 
ing and degrading influence of im- 
morality and greed run riot. Our 
great educational institutions, once 
the bulwark of national integrity, have 
themselves sounded a note of uncer- 
tainty; for “academic freedom” is 
now often interpreted as godless 
license, and “tenure” has become a 
wall behind which some hide as they 
shoot at the spiritual and moral values 
which once made our nation great. 


The Church, wherever she becomes 
more concerned with social engineering 
than with proclaiming the Gospel of 
redemption at the personal level, con- 
tributes to the confusion while she 
neglects her God-given task of preach- 
ing to the lost. 


The solution to our dilemma does 
not lie in the realm of partisan poli- 
tics. Men are needed who will rise 
up and join ranks regardless of party 





affiliations; men who see the cause of 
our danger and have the courage to 
call for a reversal of any and all poli- 
cies which play into the hands of our 
national and spiritual enemy. 


It is our conviction that there can 
be no permanent relief until we have 
severed all diplomatic ties with Com- 
munism, Communist nations and 
agencies. This would also require the 
expulsion of the Communist nations 
from the U. N. 


“Unthinkable!” is the loud chorus 
which will rise to such a proposal. 
“This would be giving up the great ad- 
vances achieved for international 
brotherhood,” it will be argued. 


Within the political and Church life 
of America, the overwhelming majority 
will arise to denounce even the sug- 
gestion that we cut all ties with in- 
ternational Communism. (For much 
passing for “religion” seeks to practice 
a “ministry of reconciliation” which, 
when interpreted, means that we must 
open our arms to the enemies of God 
regardless of the destruction of per- 
son or principle which is threatened). 


But what is the alternative — po- 
litically? 


A growing spread of Communism 
faces all. It is not the majority in 
any country which takes over, but the 
dedicated and efficient small group 
of highly trained and carefully super- 
vised minority which takes advantage 
of local situations and strikes at the 
opportune moment. Cuba, ninety 
miles south of our border, is the latest 
threat. Communist supervised riots 
in Tokyo is another. 


Against the devilishly ingenious and 
effective spread of Communism, there 
is but one answer: separate from it 
and trust the Lord to take care of the 
consequences. We believe our pres- 
ent dilemma is due to a fatal mistake. 
If this is true, the mistake must be 
remedied at the place where it was 
made. 


It is our conviction that America’s 
future rests squarely on that which 
God permits to take place, and we be- 
lieve we now have no right to claim 
His special protection. The words of 
Isaiah may speak to us today: 


“Woe to the rebellious children, 
saith the Lord, that taketh coun- 
sel, but not of me; and that cov- 
er with a covering, but not of 
my spirit, that they may add sin 
to sin; that walk to go down into 





The Task of the Church 


The problems faced by the Church 
attempting to communicate to the post- 
modern mind may perhaps be sharp- 
ened by considering a series of ques- 
tions addressed to a typical though 
imaginary representative of that mind. 
The answers are a composite of those 
actually given by college students. 


Q. What is the purpose of education? 

A: To enable the student to adjust 
to the group and thus gain emotional 
security. 


Q: But to what group should the 
student be trained to adjust? 

A: To the dominant group in this 
country. 


: And what does it want? 
: A high standard of living. 


: Is this good? 
: Obviously, since the group wants 


>O 


it. 


Q: Is communism good? 

A: Not in this country, since we 
don’t think it is. It is good for the 
Russians, since they believe in it. 


Q: Is science true? 
A: Yes, since it raises the standard 
of living, which the group believes in. 


Q: Should Latin be taught in high 
school? 

A: I don’t think so, since it doesn’t 
give me emotional security nor does 
it help raise the standard of living. 
But if students want it, they should 
have it. 


Do you believe in God? 
: Oh, yes. 
Why? 


: Because it bolsters my emotional 
security. 


>O PO 


Q: What is God like? 
A: Whatever you believe he is like, 
if you believe strongly. 


Q: Do you believe in the Trinity? 
A: Oh, yes. 


Q: Why? 
A: I was brought up in a group 
that did. 


Q: Is the Trinity a true view of God? 

A: Yes, because my group believes 
in it. 

Q: Is Buddhism true? 

A: Oh yes, but not for us, but it 
is if people believe in it for them. 


Q: If your group believed in 
Buddhism, would it be true? 
A: Of course, for us, if we believed. 


Q: Would it be objectively true? 
A: Huh? 
Q 
A 


: Is Luther’s view of grace correct? 
: It was for him. 


Q: Is it objectively true; would it 
be true if no one believed in it? 

A: Are you trying to destroy my 
faith? 


—Dr. Dirk W. Jellema 
CHRISTIANITY TODAY 





Egypt, and have not asked at 
my mouth; to strengthen them- 
selves in the strength of Pharaoh, 
and to trust in the shadow of 
Egypt!”’ Isaiah 30:1-2. 


“Lo, thou trusteth in the staff of 
this broken reed, on Egypt; 
whereon if a man lean, it will 
go into his hand, and pierce it” 


Isaiah 36:6. 


From a spiritual standpoint, what 
is the answer? 


Problems can never be _ settled 
aright purely at the secular or politi- 
cal level. The ultimate solution of 
America’s dilemma has to do with our 
right relationship with God. The an- 
swer then lies in repentance, conver- 


sion and healing. 


And that is exactly what the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ does — it brings re- 
pentance for sin, conversion to Christ 
and healing of the soul and spirit. 


The answer to this dire crisis is a 
revival of true religion; a turning to 
Christ and the blessings which flow 
therefrom. 


How can such a revival come? 


It cannot come from a watered down 
Gospel. It cannot be brought about 
by a compromised Christianity. It 
will never come as the result of a per- 
verted message. 


There is a desperate need for re- 
(Cont. on p. 18, Col. 1) 
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HAPPY AND PRIVILEGED TO SERVE YOU IN 
THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 


QUALITY 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 


J. A. Ellison, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


A. M. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


R. P. Crumpler, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 


B. L. Plyler, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 


D. B. Smith, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 


J. A. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 


J. H. Lyles, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 

J. T. Holmes, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 
J. S. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 


C. E. Hinson, Mar.-Prop. 


COURTESY 


Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 


W. L. Hubbard, Mar. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 

L. A. Reeves, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 


E. J. Copeland, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 


F. B. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Honea Path, S. C. 
T. R. Martin, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 


W. M. Gettys, Jr., Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 


Jack Gilliland, Mor.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


R. E. McCormick, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 


J. E. Smith, Mor.-Prop. 
KENTUCKY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 


Delmar Tolliver, Mor.-Prop. 


HONEST VALUES” 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 


W. C. Ashley, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 


T. L. Beckham, Mor.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Mt. Sterling, Ky. 

Willoughby Smith, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Frankfort, Ky. 

Everett C. Huggins, Mor.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
J. N. Long, Mar.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 


W. H. Wade, Mar.-Prop. 


OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 


Joe Kelly, Mor.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Mor.-Prop. 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 


Listen to Our Program Over WMIT-FM 
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EDIJORIALS 


For Women Only 


In these closing months of their 
fiscal year, Women’s organizations all 
across the Church are deciding which 
of the Circle Bible Studies and which 
of the General Programs to use for 
the remaining months until October 
1 when a new program year begins. 
From all that we have heard, the se- 
lections are being made largely by 
local committees and program chair- 
men. 


The Journal will print the first 
eight Circle Studies and the last, for 
a total of nine before the new series 
in the Book of Philippians begins once 
again prepared by Dr. Manford Geo. 
Gutzke. 


We have not published General 
Program material this year and we 
have had occasion to profit from most 
of the General Programs in the packet. 
If there are any local groups that 
have not yet decided which of the 
General Programs to eliminate in the 
remaining months, we have a sugges- 
tion: use Program No. 10, “The 
Church Is His Body,” or No. 11, “Live 
Life .. . With a Due Sense of Respon- 
sibility,” instead of No. 9, “Love The 
Lord ... With All Your Mind.” 


Last Fall, when we first read these 
programs we were deeply disturbed 
by No. 9. Several months ago we 
wrote to the Board of Women’s Work 
suggesting that inasmuch as recom- 
mendations were being made about 
the use of the Circle Programs for the 
closing months of the year, recom- 
mendations also be made about the 
General Programs, eliminating No. 9. 
We were courteously told that the 
Board had approved No. 9 and there 
was nothing wrong with it. 


We do not seek to be contentious, 
but if an error cannot be corrected 
privately we will endeavor as kindly 
as we can to correct it publicly. Pro- 
gram No. 9 handles the inspiration 
and the authority of the Scriptures in 
a manner most regrettably to be de- 
plored. 


Most Presbyterians accept the Book 
of Deuteronomy as one of the Five 
Books of the Law, containing the sub- 
stance of Moses’ farewell discourses, 
delivered before he died and the peo- 


ple crossed the Jordan to enter the 
Promised Land. Deuteronomy 32:45 
tells us that when “Moses made an 
end of speaking all these words to 
all Israel,” the Lord took him to the 
top of Nebo where he died. 


Now for reasons we cannot fathom, 
Dr. Laurence Kinney, author of Pro- 
gram No. 9, has assigned Deuter- 
onomy to the closing days of the 
Kingdom of Israel, hundreds of years 
later. It was a time, according to Dr. 
Kinney, when Manasseh had rebuilt 
high places, erected altars for Baal 
and burned his son as an offering. 
Deuteronomy was written, according 
to the author, for the same reason 
that Amos, Hosea and the others 
prophesied: to turn back a nation gone 
astray. And the entire program is an 
interpretation of Deuteronomy for our 
day as a message to a people in danger 
of destruction for their sins. For a 
full outline of study, the INTER- 
PRETER’S BIBLE is used and sug- 
gested. 


As we said, we find no pleasure in 
pointing all this out to the women of 
our Church. In our opinion, when 
this program was approved, someone 
erred. Women would be well advised 
to use one of the other programs. 





Every Cloud Has 
A Silver Lining 


The recent cancellation of Presi- 
dent Eisenhower’s visit to Japan has 
had serious political repercussions. 
But in one respect, religious reper- 
cussions which might have been equally 
serious have been averted by the 
cancellation. 


The President was scheduled — in 
come unknown manner which the 
State Department might well look 
into—to visit the famous Meiji Shrine 
following his arrival in Tokyo. 


Some of the readers of the Journal 
may not know what is implied by a 
shrine visit in Japan. It is an act 
of religious homage, of worship. Be- 
lievers in the Shinto religion visit the 
shrine to pray to their ancestors. 
Identified as the State religion before 


the war, a visit toa shrine then was 
also viewed as an act of obeisance to 
Imperial Japan. 


Partly because the authorities de- 
manded that the children visit the 
shrines, we closed our mission schools 
in Korea before the war. Partly be- 
cause the authorities were demanding 
shrine visits, we closed our mission in 
Japan before the war. Following the 
surrender, Shinto was for a while out- 
lawed. 


And now the President of the United 
States was scheduled for a Shinto 
Shrine Visit on the occasion of his 
trip to Japan. Those plans caused 


consternation in Japanese Christian 
circles. We have seen English- 
language Japanese newspapers in 


which the issue was hotly debated, 
almost unanimously opposed even by 
Japanese who were not Christians. 


Deputations of Evangelical Christian 
leaders called on U.S. Ambassador 
Douglas MacArthur, Jr., protesting the 
scheduled visit. The ambassador told 
protesting groups that the plans were 
made and that it was too late to cancel 
them. The best he was able to do was 
to assure those who protested that the 
Japanese government promised that 
the religious implications of the visit 
would not be exploited. 


The President’s scheduled trip to 
Russia included a visit to a Baptist 
church. His trip to Japan included a 
visit to a Shinto Shrine. If the “post- 
ponement” is ever lifted, he presum- 
ably will carry out the plans previously 
made. 


We are inclined to believe that he 
was Providentially hindered. 





Calling The Tune 


The appointment of a new head of 
the Department of Religious Liberty 
of the NCC has just been announced. 
The new director will guide a “nation- 
wide study” of “Christian Responsi- 
bility for Freedom” as his first major 
responsibility. 

The year-long study program will 
place emphasis upon “local church dis- 
cussion” of such questions as: Should 
Christians be concerned about free- 
dom and how should that concern be 
expressed? Should there be any re- 
ligious tests for public office? How 
does “free speech” affect the broad- 
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easting of derogatory statements 
about religious groups? What should 
be done when a congressional investi- 
gation violates religious and human 
rights? 


Does anyone have any doubts about 
how this “nationwide study” will turn 
out? The NCC has already asserted 
with telling effect that there must 
be no religious test for public office; 
that “free speech” does not apply to 
those who broadcast derogatory state- 
ments about the NCC; that the Un- 
American Activities Committee vio- 
lates religious and human rights and 
should be throttled. 


There should be one other question 
added to that list for study: “What 
should be done when an ecclesiastical 
octopus spreads its blight across the 
face of a nation’s religious life dictat- 
ing with equal vigor to Church and 
State?” 


During the week this announcement 
was made, the General Board of the 
NCC went on_ record opposing 
the Connally Amendment by name, 
asserting that “our government should 
respect the competence of the Inter- 
national Court of Justice.” 





Time To Write 
Another Letter 


Once again we have heard from an 
ad-interim committee seeking infor- 
mation from the Church at large. 


To the recent meeting of the Gen- 
eral Assembly, an overture from 
Dallas Presbytery was presented, which 
began: WHEREAS many of the finest 
young people in our churches are being 
aggressively sought for participation 
in non-denominational youth move- 
ments to the detriment of their active 
life within the fellowship of our own 
or any other Church; and which ends: 
“ .. . to appoint an ad interim com- 
mittee to make a careful study of the 
life and teachings of ... YOUTH 
FOR CHRIST, YOUNG LIFE, WORD 
OF LIFE, YOUTH ON THE MARCH, 
INTER - VARSITY FELLOWSHIP, 
CHILD EVANGELISM, NAVIGA- 
TORS. 


The chairman of the committee ap- 
pointed by the Assembly, Dr. Albert 
J. Kissling, Riverside Presbyterian 


A Layman And His Church 


THE REALM OF REASON vs THE SPIRIT OF GOD 


Belshazzar was deeply disturbed. 
The epitome of pagan power, pomp 
and profligacy, he was face to face 
with a frightening and baffling mys- 
tery. As he watched, the fingers of 
an armless hand had written a mes- 
sage across the wall of the banquet 
hall and there this message remained 
without anyone to interpret its 
meaning. 


Physical fear coupled with deep 
mental concern seized the king. He 
sensed that this message was of grave 
import. But what? 


In his dilemma he called for the 
wise men of the realm. The intel- 
lectuals, the astrologers, the Chal- 
deans, (the philosophers), the sooth- 
sayers were all hurriedly assembled. 
At his command was the wisdom of 
the world and these men represented 
every aspect of the intellectualism of 
that day. 


But they could not read the mes- 
sage from God. 


Primary confusion turned to frus- 
trated panic for Belshazzar was sure 
that before him was a message of the 
greatest importance —a supernatural 
message—and he sensed that it spoke 
of life and death. 


More aware of the immediate past 
history of Babylon than the king, the 
queen urged that Daniel “in whom 
is the spirit of the holy gods” be 
brought in. Hastily he was urged to 
interpret the message. Promises of 
material wealth and political position 
were made—only “make known unto 
me the interpretation of the thing.” 





Church, Jacksonville 4, Fla., wants to 
hear from any ministers or DCE’s 
who have information on the actual 
experience of our Church with these 
various movements. 


We hope that you will write Dr. 
Kissling if you know first-hand of the 
work of these youth movements. Es- 
pecially if you have reason to believe 
that they are not as damaging to the 
life and testimony of young people 
as Dallas Presbytery suggested they 
are. 
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“Let thy gifts be to thyself, and 
give thy rewards to another,” he re- 
plied. With forthrightness and au- 
thority of the Spirit of God Daniel 
recounted the history of God’s deal- 
ings with Nebucadnezzar and of his 
humbling and converting experience. 
Then he said: “And thou his son, O 
Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine 
heart, though thou knewest all this; 
but hast lifted up thyself against the 
Lord of heaven . .. and the God in 
whose hand thy breath is, and whose 
are all thy ways, hast thou not glori- 
fied.” 


Then Daniel proceeded to decipher 
the message and tell its meaning to 
the king. It was a message of doom 
and judgment against a man who had 
forgotten the God of history and gone 
his own impious way. 


Inherent in this story there are 
three ideas: God’s dealings with men 
and nations; God’s judgment on the 
impious, but His mercy and forgive- 
ness to the penitent; and, that God’s 
message can only be interpreted to 
the world by those who have in them 
the Spirit of the living God. 


The wisdom of this world cannot 
discover Christ. The intellectualism 
which leaves God out of account is 
blind and can never see until it hum- 
bles itself and receives from above a 
wisdom not of this world—a wisdom 
centered in the counsels of eternity 
and revealed only by the Spirit of 
God. 


This wisdom and _ understanding 
which God gives is humble, clear, 
authoritative and effective. 


When the simple message of God’s 
saving grace, as revealed in the Holy 
Scriptures is believed, the humility of 
such preaching makes its own impact. 


When the Gospel is preached with 
the clarity which it deserves—and by 
which it is characterized—God makes 
it plain to those whose ears are not 
deadened by unbelief. 


When preaching carries with it the 
authority of God’s declared truth it 
carries a conviction which leads men 


(Cont. on p. 19, Col. 2) 








LESSON FOR JULY 31, 1960 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Luxury and Idolatry Ruin a Nation 


Bible Material: Hosea 8:1-5; 10:1-12; 13:1-6; 14:1, 4, 9 


Devotional Reading: Jeremiah 10:6-10 (see Ps. 135, Is. 
40:18) 


Sometimes before a sick man dies he 


rallies for a 
bit and seems to be better, 


but it is only for a short 


time. Israel was sick with sin — all sorts of sins — 
and it would be only about fifty years before she 
would die — be carried away by the Assyrians — but 


under Jeroboam II she seemed to rally for a time. 
He had a prosperous reign and God gave him victory 
and he extended the borders of his land. Sin was 
rampant, however, especially the two sins which form 
our topic for today, the sins of Luxury and Idolatry. 


I. Luxury as a Sin. 


Amos has told us about Israel’s luxury. 
them that are at ease in Zion . . . that lie upon beds 
of ivory, and stretch themselves upon their couches, 
and eat the lambs out of the flock, and the calves out 
of the midst of the stall; that chant to the sound of the 
viol, and invent to themselves instruments of music, 
like David; that drink wine in bowls, and anoint them- 
selves with the chief ointments: but they are not 
grieved for the affliction of Joseph”. Hosea, you will 
remember, witnessed the same things. 


“Woe to 


Usually when there is luxury among the rich there 
is increasing poverty for the poor. This was the case 
in Israel, for the poor were being oppressed and “sold 
for a pair of shoes”. When the whole standard of liv- 
ing is raised for all the people what would be luxury 
for one generation may be almost a necessity for an- 
other. This has happened to a large degree in Amer- 
ica. Our fathers and grandfathers would look upon 
our automobiles, our many television and radio sets, 
our modern conveniences, as luxuries, while we con- 
sider them almost necessities. There is much luxury, 
however, in our land. 


Luxury is a selfish sin: it makes us forget that 
there are poor people who need our help. 


Luxury is a weakening sin: It turns men into 
“softies”. That is coming to pass in our land. Israel 
was weakened by prosperity and luxury and was carried 
captive. Are we becoming a “soft” nation which will 
not be able to stand up in time of trial and war? It 
was the sin of luxury which helped to ruin Israel. 
Will it help ruin America? 


II. Idolatry as a Sin. 


1. Idolatry is a foolish, senseless, sort of sin. Paul, 
in Romans 1:21 says: “Because that, when they knew 
God, they glorified Him not as God, neither were 
thankful; but became vain in their imaginations and 
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their foolish heart was darkened. Professing themselves 
to be wise, they became fools, and changed the glory 
of the uncorruptible God into an image made like 
to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, 
and creeping things.”” Isaiah speaks of the foolish man 
who goes out and cuts down a tree. With part of it he 
warms himself; with part he cooks his meal; and then 
he takes part and makes himself a god. How utterly 
foolish is such a man! The idol has eyes, but sees 
not; has ears, but hears not; has feet, but walks not. 


2. It is inexcusable: “therefore they are without 
excuse”, says Paul. They have the Book of Nature 
which proclaims the glory and power and wisdom 
of God. Sin blinds men even to the clear evidence 
of nature. 


3. It is a degrading sin: people become like the 
thing they worship. These idols, (some of them the 
work of their own hands, and many of them the lowest 
form of some creeping thing) did not elevate but 
lower the people who worship them. Think of an 
educated man like Ghandi worshipping a cow, when 
he knew about Jesus Christ and professed to admire 
Him! If this leader of India had chosen Christ how 
his whole life would have been uplifted. It is hard to 
see how he could have been so foolish and misled. 


4. It is widespread. All nations have had their 
idols and have them still. Everything from a black 
beetle or serpent to the sun, moon and stars have been 
worshipped, not to mention the idols of silver and gold 
and wood. 


Idolatry ruins a nation because it lowers the whole 
moral and spiritual nature of the people and because 
it cuts them off from the Supreme Ruler, Who alone 
can protect us. Idols have no power, of course, to 
protect a nation and the nation perishes, being separat- 
ed from the One Living and True God. As long as 
Israel and Judah trusted in Jehovah and relied upon 
Him they were safe, but when they turned from Him 
they perished. 


III. Idolatry of Israel: 


Israel knew better; some of these other nations were 


why it was so heinous. 
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ignorant, but Israel had the clear light of both na- 
ture and revelation. They had the Ten Command- 
ments, the first two of which read: “Thou shalt have 
no other gods before me. Thou shalt not make unto 
thee any image, or any likeness of any thing that is in 
heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that 
is in the water under the earth: thou shalt not bow 
down thyself to them, nor serve them”. 


“What is forbidden in the First Commandment? . . . 
The First Commandment forbiddeth the denying, or 
not worshipping and glorifying, the true God, as 
God, or our God; and the giving the worship and 
glory to any other which is due to Him alone”. There 
are two parts: we are to worship God: not idols of 
any sort. We are to acknowledge God to be the only 
true God and we are to worship and glorify Him ac- 
cordingly. 


“What is required in the Second Commandment? . 
The Second Commandment requireth the receiving, 
observing, and keeping pure and entire, all such relig- 
ious worship and ordinances as God has appointed 
in His Word . . . The Second Commandment forbid- 
deth the worshipping of God by images, or any other 
way not appointed in His Word”. 


Moses had not come down from the Mount before 
the Israelites had broken the Second Commandment 
by making the calf which was to represent God. We 
know how severely they were punished for this sin. 


When the kingdom was divided Jeroboam caused 
Israel to sin by making the two calves of gold which 
he set up in Bethel and Dan: “And this became a 
sin: for the people went to worship before the one, 
even unto Dan”. He was breaking the Second Com- 
mandment. 


Later on Israel was led off still further into Baal 
worship, under Ahab and Jezebel and again broke 
the First Commandment. Jehu purged the land of 
Baal-worship, but continued in the worship of the 
“calves of Samaria”. This was their besetting sin and 
was still practiced under Jeroboam II. 


They not only had these two express commandments, 
but God made a solemn and sacred covenant with 
them at Sinai and instituted the worship of the Taber- 
nacle. When they broke this covenant it was spiritual 
adultery. Just as Gomer was unfaithful to Hosea, so 
they were unfaithful to their covenant and to their 
God. 


The sin of idolatry for them was a sin against light 
and love, for God revealed Himself to them in these 
two special ways: (1) In the first two commandments 
and (2) in His Covenant with them and care for them. 


IV. Idolatry in America: Do we have any idols? 
To answer this question we must ask, do we have things 
which we love more than we love God? Do we put 
anything before Him? We may not have idols like 
the heathen, but we do have our idols. Let me call 
your attention to several of them. 
some call it The 


1. Money: “the almighty dollar”. 


Chinese servant in an American home was about right 
when he picked up a silver dollar and remarked, “Meli- 
can Idol”. 


When we read of all the bank robberies 
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and crimes and frauds connected with the getting of 
money we easily see that the love of money is a root 
of all kinds of evil. Jesus said that we cannot serve 
God and mammon. We cannot have money as our 
master and God also. We have to choose. 


2. Pleasure: a great many of our people worship 
pleasure, if we can judge from the amount of time 
and money we spend in “having fun”. All of us know 
that a certain amount of wholesome “fun” is good for 
people. But when we see people using the Lord’s Day 
as a holiday we see that they put pleasure in the place 
of God. Our seaside resorts are crowded on the Lord’s 
Day while there are empty pews in many churches. 


3. Appetite passions and sinful desires. We read 
of so many base and unnatural crimes that we wonder 
sometimes if we are not more debased than the heathen. 
Then the drunkards and alcoholics are increasing at 
a tremendous rate while teen-age crimes are shocking 
beyond description. Many seem to make their ap- 
petite their god. 


4. Even good things. Some men are so wrapped up 
in their business, (and business is a good thing), that 
they have no time for the worship of God. A sick man 
sent for his pastor and wanted to know how to be 
saved. His pastor was surprised for he had been a 
regular attendant at church. “Did you not learn how 
to be saved from my preaching?” he asked. “Oh, I spent 
that hour planning my business for the following 
week,” he replied. So it is possible to make an idol 
out of business. 


Home and loved ones. We are to love our homes, 
our wives and husbands and children, but we must 
give them second place, not first place. A man and 
his wife were returning from a meeting where they had 
both been converted and the man said to his wife, 
“This means you will have to take second place.” “Yes,” 
she replied, “and the same with you.” God must be 
first. 

Let us shun idols, and be on our guard against break- 
ing the Second Commandment; we Protestants are in 
danger, as well as Roman Catholics. Let our prayer 
to God be, cast down every idol throne; reign supreme 
and reign alone. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JULY 31, 1960 


YOusH WORK 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Christianity and Military Service 


Scripture—Romans 13:1-7 


Suggested Hymns— 
“Lead On, O King Eternal” 
“Soldiers of Christ, Arise” 
“Onward Christian Soldiers’ 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


In this program we take up a question which trou- 
bles a great many sincere Christians. What should be 
the Christian attitude toward military service? Mili- 
tary service pre-supposes war or at least the possibility 
of war. War produces hate, greed, destruction, slaugh- 
ter, and suffering in sickening quantities. Surely it 
would take a terribly perverted mind to think of war 
in terms of anything but loathsomeness. Is there any 
justification at all for a Christian to take part in war? 
Can a Christian conscientiously bear arms against oth- 
er people? There are many who have considered these 
questions seriously, and have come to the conclusion 
that it is altogether inconsistent for a Christian to en- 
gage in military service. On the other hand, a great 
majority of Christian people have considered this mat- 
ter seriously, and are persuaded that they not only can 
but must enter the military service when called upon 
by their country. What are we to say and think in 
view of these conflicting ideas? 


First Speaker: 


The Old Testament records many instances when 
God not only sanctioned wars but actually commanded 
His people to go out against their enemies and destroy 
them. When we turn to the New Testament we find 
that it does not specifically condemn war. Personal 
vengeance is definitely forbidden, but war as such is 
not mentioned. If God had meant to condemn mili- 
tary service, it certainly seems that the professional 
soldiers of the New Testament — the centurions — 
would have been advised to forsake their arms and to 
seek another line of work. There is no suggestion 
however, that these soldiers should forsake their pro- 
fession, even though they were in the service of a pagan 
government. If God had meant to condemn military 
service in the New Testament, it does seem that Paul 
should not have described Christians and the Chris- 
tian life in terms of military equipment and military 
life. (Read Ephesians 6:11-17). 


Second Speaker: 


The 13th chapter of Romans makes it very clear 
that a Christian is obligated to obey his government. 
This same passage also points out that governments 


are God’s agents for preserving law and order. Gov- 
ernments are responsible for protecting their citizens 
not only from dangers within but from dangers with- 
out. Just as a father is obligated to protect his family, 
so the government is obligated to protect its citizens. 
Police officers and jails are not ideal, but we seem to 
find them necessary for the well being of society. Al- 
though they are not ideal, there is hardly a person 
who would suggest that our jails ought to be destroyed 
and that all our police officers ought to be dismissed. 
We seem to find them necessary for resisting and con- 
trolling the criminal elements in our society. 


Just as there are criminals on the local scene, there 
are also criminals in international society. There are 
individuals and governments who break solemn treaties 
and ignore basic moral laws. These international 
criminals must also be resisted and controlled. It 
seems then to be the duty of a law abiding govern- 
ment, of a government which has the welfare of its 
citizens at heart, to provide a military police force 
to protect its people from international criminals. 


Third Speaker: 


It has just been suggested by the previous speaker 
that a government has the right and the obligation to 
defend its citizens by the use of military force. Just 
what is defense? The right to defend ourselves is an 
easy principle to maintain, but the application of the 
principle is far more difficult. When is a man justi- 
fied in beginning to defend his family against an in- 
truder who breaks into his home? Must he refrain 
from resisting until this enemy has actually struck a 
blow or fired a shot at his loved ones, or may he pre- 
suppose an intent of the intruder to do violence and 
resist him before he commits any overt wrong? When 
can a nation begin to defend its citizens against for- 
eign aggression? Must they wait until bombs are 
dropped, shots are fired, and invasion forces land on 
their shores? Most people would surely answer “no”, 
but where shall we draw the line? There have been 
many perverted interpretations at this point. Some 
nations have claimed that the very safety of their peo- 
ples calls for an enlargement of their territory, and so 
they have begun wars against their neighboring na- 
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tions claiming all the while that they were fighting a 
defensive war. The interpretation and application of 
the right of self defense has led to much confusion. 
There have been occasions when Christian nations have 
gone to war against Christian nations, each claiming 
to be in the right, and each calling upon the same God 
to give them victory over their enemies. This does not 
prove that a Christian may not bear arms, but it does 
prove that evidences of sin are still to be found even 
in those of us who have professed faith in Jesus Christ. 


Fourth Speaker: 


The most serious fault of which we are guilty is not 
our participation in military service, but our failure to 
be engaged in spiritual warfare against Satan. God 
has commissioned us to go out into the world of sin 





for military defense. 


Just the reverse of this ought 
to be true. 


Military tacticians tell us that the best defense is 
a good offense. The root cause of war and aggression 
is sin. In the Gospel of Jesus Christ we have the 
power to launch major offensives against sin and its 
consequences. We have not used that power. If the 
Christian people of the world had as much zeal for 
proclaiming the Gospel as they have for defending 
themselves against aggression, it is absolutely certain 
that the need for defense would consistently and con- 
tinuously diminish. As we think about our obliga- 
tions to serve in the military forces of our country, let 
us dedicate ourselves to serving God in the kind of 
warfare that is altogether positive and far more effec- 


and lostness armed with the Gospel of salvation and 


truth. Those who have taken this commission serious- 


ly are few indeed. 


In so called Christian America the 


amount of money we spend for proclamation of the 


Gospel is only a small fraction of that which is spent 


Closing Prayer. 


tive for the destruction of sin. 


Program for August 7: “Serving God in The Home.” 





JHE CHURCH AY HOME 


SYNODICAL TRAINING 
SCHOOLS 


CLINTON, S. C. — Presbyterian 
women from throughout South Caro- 
lina assembled on the Presbyterian 
College campus June 20, for the 13th 
annual Synodical Training School. 
Nearly 150 were registered as full- 
time participants, with the total nearly 
doubled by visitors who have com- 
muted to attend some of the sessions. 


Mrs. J. Melvin Thompson of Olanto, 
synodical president, served as dean of 
the school, with Mrs. G. B. Sheppard 
of Laurens as director. The faculty 
included Dr. Joseph Gettys, of Presby- 
terian College, Dr. Newman Faulconer, 
of Greenville, Dr. Claude H. Pritchard, 
of the Board of Church Extension, 
Mrs. James W. Witherspoon, of Beck- 
ley, W. Va., Miss Catherine Jameson, 
of Augusta, Mrs. John L. Fairly, of 
Laurinburg, N. C. 





MONTGOMERY, Ala.—The Synod- 
ical Training School for the Synod of 
Alabama was held at Huntingdon Col- 
lege, here, June 20-25. Mrs. I. F. 
Reed, Auburn, synodical president 
served as dean with Mrs. J. H. Kinzer, 
Demopolis, director. 


The schedule featured worship be- 
fore breakfast, credit classes in the 
mornings, workshops for district chair- 
men and Bible Hour addresses. The 
afternoons were given over to con- 
ferences, interest groups, specialized 
training, study time, rest and recre- 
ation. Church-wide emphases by spe- 


cial speakers and special music were 
presented Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday evenings. 


The faculty included Dr. Robert 
Strong, of Montgomery, Dr. Bob S. 
Hodges, of the General Council, Dr. 
Cecil A. Thompson, of Columbia Semi- 
nary, Rev. B. Clayton Bell of Bir- 
mingham, Rev. H. Davis Yeuell, of 
Stillman College, and Mrs. W. A. 
McCutchen, of the Board of Women’s 
Work. 





WOMEN’S CONFERENCE 
SPEAKERS NAMED 

ATLANTA, Ga. — (PN) — The 
Board of Women’s Work has an- 
nounced that Miss Margaret E. Kuhn 
of the Board of Christian Education, 
United Presbyterian Church, USA, 
will lead a study group at the Wom- 
en’s Conference at Montreat, July 20- 
26. 


Miss Kuhn, the only member of the 
conference faculty from another de- 
nomination, is widely known through 
her work in her own denomination, 
through the Young Women’s Chris- 
tian Assn., through work for the Na- 
tional Council of Churches and in 
the United Church Women. She 
serves as consultant of social educa- 
tion and action in women’s groups 
and is an associate secretary in the 
Department of Social Education and 
Action of the UPUSA Board of Chris- 
tian Education. 


The study group to be lead by Miss 
Kuhn will be on the subject “How to 
Deal with Controversy.” 
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Among the other leaders at the 
Montreat meeting are Dr. John A. 
Redhead, pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church of Greensboro, N. C., 
who will preach the Sunday morning 
worship service, and Dr. Massey Helt- 
zel, pastor of the Ginter Park Presby- 
terian Church in Richmond, Va., who 
will conduct the Bible Hour. 





MISSIONARY BRIEFS 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. — (PN) — 
The Rev. and Mrs. J. Marshall Guthrie 
of the East Brazil mission announce 
the birth of a son, John Marshall, in 
Brazil May 22. They have one other 
child. 


Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth C. Shaver 
of Brazil are scheduled to arrive in 
New York July 26 for regular fur- 
lough. 


Miss Elizabeth Lundeen has complet- 
ed a short term of three years at the 
Yodogawa Christian Hospital in Osaka, 
Japan, and has returned home to Min- 
neapolis. 


Congo missionaries scheduled to be- 
gin regular furloughs this summer are: 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter D. Shepard, Dr. 
and Mrs. Mark Poole, the Rev. and 
Mrs. Donald F. Bobb, and the Rev. 
and Mrs. William T. Mulcay. The 
Shepards and Mrs. Poole were due to 
arrive in June, Dr. Poole and the 
Bobbs this month and the Mulcays in 
August. 

Irvine G. Mitchell from the Japan 
mission plans to be in Oxford Missis- 
sippi until Sept. 15 and at Furlough 
Home in Louisville after that. 
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of the kerygma, but I have found in 
studying the history of evangelism 
that there is really very little debate 
about its true center, the cross and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Dr. John 
R. Mott said in Madras in 1938: “Any 
Gospel that leaves out sin, repentance, 
the cross and resurrection is no gos- 
pel.” 


Dr. James Stewart of Edinburgh 
says: ‘“‘What was the message of the 
first generation? It was not a theory 
nor an idea. It was neither an argu- 
ment with paganism. It was not 
a message on brotherhood, ethical 
exhortation or a religious edification. 
It was the announcement of certain 
concrete facts of history, the herald- 
ing of real objective events; it was 
declaration, not debate. The driving 
force of the early Christian mission 
was not propaganda of beautiful ideals 
or the brotherhood of man — it was 
the proclamation of the mighty acts 
of God. There were two events which 
in reality were not two, but one. First, 
Christ died for our sins; and, secondly, 
God has raised Him from the dead. 
Our message today is to be the same 
as that summed up by the Apostle 
Paul: “That Christ died for our sins, 
as the Scripture has said, that He was 
buried and that He rose on the third 
day.” 


Thirdly, the proclamation of the 
kerygma calls for a verdict. It de- 
mands repentance and faith in the 


sufficiency of Christ’s atonement. 


NECESSITY FOR A VERDICT 


Concerning the need for a verdict, 
Dr. Sweazey has used the expression: 
“Something which puts one religiously 
on the spot.” I believe that precisely 
here is where much evangelism fails. 
It puts no one on the spot. Biblically 
effective evangelism always puts some- 
one on the spot. Unless we can cap- 
ture some of the directness of the 
prophet Nathan who spoke to King 
David of his sin, the uncommitted will 
miss the point. We are obliged to 
say: “Thou art the man.” Only this 
personalized approach will ultimately 
make its impact on society. I know 
that many in the church today are 
reluctant to make an appeal either in- 
dividually or publicly. Yet Moses gave 
a public appeal in Exodus 32:36 when 
he said: “Who is on the Lord’s side? 
Let him come unto me.” Joshua gave 
an appeal when he said: “Choose you 
this day whom you will serve.’’ Ezra 
called upon the people to swear pub- 


licly to carry out his reformations. 
Jesus gave many public invitations. 
He said to Peter, Andrew and Mat- 
thew: “Follow me,” and he invited 
Zacchaeus down out of the tree pub- 
licly. 


There is another side to the verdict: 
the possibility of judgment and hell. 
Charles C. West says, ““We smile these 
days when hell is mentioned.” If 
that be the case, why did Jesus use 
the expression? Why did he speak 
of darkness, judgment, condemnation? 
We may not all agree, but does that 
disagreement give us leave to omit 
it from our preaching if Jesus did not? 
He felt the necessity for its proclama- 
tion. I am certain that I do not grasp 
all the ramifications of hell and judg- 
ment, but Jesus preached it and I in- 
tend to preach it. We have no liberty 





Life is a journey, not a home; a 
road, not a city of habitation; and the 
enjoyments and blessings we have are 
but little inns on the roadside of life, 
where we may be refreshed for a 
moment, that we may with new 
strength press on to the end — to the 
rest that remaineth for the people of 
God. — Bonar THE NEW DICTION- 
ARY OF THOUGHTS. 





to add anything or take away anything, 
but rather we must proclaim the mes- 
sage he proclaimed, no matter how 
unpopular or “out of date” or non- 
intellectual it may seem to be. 


There are those who contend that 
all evangelistic preaching ends only 
with personal piety. Such an opinion 
is based on a misunderstanding of the 
nature of the Gospel and of the nature 
of man’s need. Conversion to Jesus 
Christ in a crisis of personal faith is 
not the end of evangelism. It is 
merely the beginning. But unless men 
and women come to experience salva- 
tion through Christ, unless they be- 
come energized by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, they will continue on in 
sinful indifference to the needs of the 
world. To preach the social implica- 
tions of the Gospel to people without 
this encounter may do good but it 
involves an incredible contradiction. 
When the heart of a man is changed, 
he has a new capacity, a new dimen- 
sion, a new possibility for experiencing 
compassion. I have observed over and 
over the actual developing of social 


conscience as a result of preaching 
the kerygma. 


THE EVANGELISTIC PROCESS 


This brings us to another problem 
that cannot be ignored, and that is 
the evangelistic process. It is a sub- 
ject receiving the keenest attention 
within the church today. We note a 
change in the concept of “mission,” 
we note a change in educational pro- 
cesses by which children and adults 
are nurtured in the Christian life. We 
note a “re-evaluation” of the Bible as 
the prime curriculum source material 
in Sunday Schools. We note a new 
emphasis on changing society through 
Christian action rather than through 
Christian proclamation. We note that 
the corporate testimony of the church 
is being increasingly substituted for 
individual evangelistic contact. 


Some are questioning the relation 
ship between the kerygma and the 
conversion experience. What bearing, 
they ask, has the proclamation of 
a message upon a conversion experi- 
ence? Are concepts and words really 
so vital? Cannot kindness, love and 
good deeds win an alien to friendship 
and understanding? There is much 
talk today about “non-verbal” com- 
munication. Some suggest that the 
most important elements in the process 
of communication are non-verbal. 
They say that people do not need to 
“hear” of love but need only to feel 
loved. The sinner does not need to 
hear of forgiveness, but to feel the 
forgiving attitude of the keryx. 


The uncommitted person assuredly 
needs an experience of being loved. 
But the new approach to evangelism 
tends to discount preaching or procla- 
mation. It suggests that the power 
which converts the sinner does not 
come through the message but through 
the fellowship of the church. The 
message is said merely to explain the 
love of God to which the sinner re- 
sponds in the church fellowship. From 
this viewponnt the power resides in 
the fellowship, not in the message, 
and the pulpit is emptied of power. 


I believe this to be a dangerous 
concept. The two go together and 
cannot be separated. Unless the in- 
dividual is awakened by the Holy 
Spirit, every other ministry of the 
church is inappropriate and inappli- 
cable. Whether our method be preach- 
ing from the pulpit or witnessing to 
a man by whose side we work, there 
must come a point where he is given 
the kerygma and he is definitely asked 


(Cont. on p. 19, Col. 1) 
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vival within the Church — in pulpit 
and pew. We can never go out to 
win men for Christ with doubt in our 
hearts, compromises in our personal 
lives, or faith in an organization alone. 
America needs Christ crucified, dead 
and risen. America needs the power 
of the Holy Spirit working in the lives 
of men and women. We need a new 
sense of sinfulness and a crying out 
to God in importunate prayer. 


Frankly, the writer does not believe 
that the Church in America is at the 
present time capable of bringing about 
such a revival. Unbelief must be 
changed to simple faith; lovelessness 
and censoriousness must be supplant- 
ed by love; trust in man-made schemes 
and organizations must be renounced 
and the Person, work and power of the 
Holy Spirit be trusted to take the 
Gospel message and apply it to the 
hearts of men. 


In other words we MUST turn to 
the power of prayer, the power of the 
Holy Spirit, and the power of the 
Holy Scriptures. Omit any of these 
and failure looms; for prayer alone 
can lead to failure to witness; a trust 
in the Holy Spirit alone to fanaticism; 
and unbelief in, or mistrust of the 
Bible, to warfare without a weapon. 


Such a revival must begin at the 
personal level. Each of us must turn 
to the Lord in humble confession of 
sin and willingness to be filled with 
the Spirit and used by Him. As we 
do this, let us get others to join with 
us in united prayer and work for re- 
vival. If this takes place, we can 
have the joy of seeing a tremendous 
change in the Church and in the land 
we love. We will then have taken the 
steps through which alone God can 
act to divert disaster to men as in- 
dividuals, and to our nation as a peo- 
ple. 

= 7 * * ¥ 

The writer may be wrong. America 
may not have made a fatal mistake in 
recognizing Soviet Russia. But, if by 
so doing we have offended God; and 
if we can judge the woes which have 
come to us since that time because 
of Russia’s activities in the world; and 
if we can evaluate the future in the 
light of Communism’s_ continued 
spread; then we come face to face 
with two alternatives: take the step 
which is right and leave the conse- 
quences in God’s hands; or let present 
trends continue until we either fight or 
surrender. 


When that day comes it will be too 
late. 





Atomic power 





Certainly! 

It was there, in the ground, in the air and water. 
It always had been there. There are no more new 
materials today than there were when Rome ruled the 
world. 


The only thing new is knowledge — knowledge of 
how to get at and arrange raw materials. 

The welfare, the progress, indeed the very fate of 
our nation, depend on the quality of knowledge gen- 
erated and transmitted by our institutions of learning. 
The crisis in our colleges demands the concern of ever) 
patriot. 

But the churchman has further concern. He believes 
that education should be undergirded by Christian 
faith and motivated by Christian principles. 

A Presbyterian churchman can express his concern 
by an interest in and support of Presbyterian colleges, 
seminaries, and Westminster Fellowships. 


“Civilization is a risky business.” 


Dr. Elton Trueblood 


HICHER EDUCATION 
DIVISION OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


os : 
— ee PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. 


KEEP IT BRIGHT BOX 1176. RICHMOND 9, VIRGINIA 






in Caesar’s day? 
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WE. Books 


CALVIN’S COMMENTARIES. Wm. 
B. Eerdmans Publ. Co., Grand Rapids. 
Commentary On The Gospel Accord- 
ing To St. John, (Vol. I), trans, by 
T. H. L. Parker. 





With the publishing of the Commen- 
tary on John, Eerdmans has launched 
a brand new translation of Calvin’s 
Commentaries on the New Testament. 
Evidences of the certain success of 
the venture indicate again the lasting 
revelance of the Reformation and, 
especially, of the insights of John 
Calvin. English and American stu- 
dents of the Reformation will welcome 
this latest contribution to the preser- 
vation of its literature. 


If there is a fault in the new trans- 
lation it is that the involved style of 
the old is too often evident. For 
those who have learned to appreciate 
him, Calvin reads thrillingly. But it 
would do the Reformer no harm to 


be translated into the vernacular after 
the modern manner. 


—G. Aiken Taylor 





A TREASURY OF BOOKS FOR BI- 
BLE STUDY, by Wilbur M. Smith. W. 
A. Wilde Co., Natick, Mass. 289 pp. 
$3.95. 


Dr. Wilbur M. Smith, Professor of 
English Bible at Fuller Theological 
Seminary and Editor of Peloubet’s Se- 
lect Notes, needs no introduction to 
evangelical readers. This book con- 
sists mostly of reprints (with some 
revision) from his regular column 
which appears in Moody Monthly. 


He indicates that his main purpose 
is “to bring together articles ... of 
more or less permanent value.” Some 
chapters discuss classes of books such 
as Bible dictionaries and Bible Atlases. 
Others present an annotated bibli- 
ography of a single subject such as 
Mary, Christmas, Thanksgiving, the 
history of preaching, or the birth of 
Christ. One chapter reviews a single 
work on messianic prophecy, and an- 
other discusses the life and writings 
of G. Campbell Morgan. Some chap- 





ISSUE—from p. 16 


to receive Christ as Savior and Lord. 
Unless we bring men to life through 
keryssein, so that we can go on to 
the didaskein, we have no biblical 
ministry. This is why the Apostle 
Paul urged that even the pastors do 
the work of a keryx. Kierkegaard in 
his Journal draws a distinction be- 
tween the admirer and the follower 
of Jesus, and I fear Christ has more 
admirers than followers today. We 
have tried to win them to ourselves 
or even to the church rather than to 
Christ. 

IN CONCLUSION 


I therefore earnestly suggest, by 
the mercies of Christ, that all who 
love His appearing now join hands, 
and that we labor together in pre- 
senting Christ and gathering His har- 
vest during these critical days with 
all zeal and by every godly means. I 
am convinced that our love for our 
fellow men must know the height and 
depth and length and breadth of the 
love of Christ himself, if it is to 
penetrate the age in which we live. 
So let us lay aside every ecclesiastical 
weight, and the sin of pride which 
does so easily beset us, and let us run 
with patience the race that is set 
before us, looking unto Jesus, the 
author and perfecter of our faith. 





ters are primarily Bible studies with 
only incidental references to related 
books. Among these are a survey of 
historical passages in the Bible, a 
chapter on celestial phenomena in 
Bible prophecy, and a discussion of 
“The Olivet Discourse.” This does not 
exhaust the list of chapters but shows 
the diversity of subject matter. 


For the reviewer this diversity is 
the main weakness of the book. A 
reader seeking a critical discussion of 
basic books will find help in only two 
or three chapters. One seeking a bib- 
liography in selected subjects will find 
several unnecessary chapters. In short, 
the book lacks a unifying purpose 
and does not seem to be intended to 
meet any particular need. 


Having said this, however, the re- 
viewer still recommends the book. Bi- 
ble students will discover new chan- 
nels for constructive study. Dr. 
Smith’s readable style and his con- 
tagious love for books makes the read- 
er want to read more and study harder 
in spite of himself. 


—(Rev.) Ernest Cushman, Jr. 
Knoxville, Tenn. 





LAYMAN—from p. 11 

to pause and wonder. They sense a 
vital distinction between the opinions 
of men and the Word of God and this 


demands attention and brings con- 
viction. 
When the message of God is 


preached in the power of the Holy 
Spirit it comes with telling effect. 
Men’s minds are arrested, their con- 
sciences stirred, their wills activated. 
Then, and only then can they be- 
lieve in the saving grace of Calvary. 
Then and only then do they see them- 
selves in the light of God’s truth and 
in the perspective of eternity. It is 
the Holy Spirit which speaks to the 
hearts of sinners, wooing them and 
bringing them to Christ. 


Across the horizon of contemporary 
history there is written the message 
of God. It is just that—the message 
of God. It speaks of judgment in the 
midst of mercy; of punishment in the 
light of love; of compassion where 
none is merited; of love for the ut- 
terly unlovely. No part of the message 
can be omitted, for as with Belshazzar 
who was weighed in the balances and 
found wanting, so our much vaunted 
civilization is, in the eyes of a holy 
God, also found wanting. We have 
had privileges, opportunities and bless- 
ings far exceeding anything Belshaz- 
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zar experienced. The Gospel has been 
preached for our generation to hear. 


On every hand there are seen evi- 
dences of God’s blessings. But we 
increasingly worship the gods of lust, 
greed and selfishness. Instead of look- 
ing to God we turn to the astrologers, 
the philosophers, the soothsayers of 
our days, none of whom can decipher 
the handwriting on the wall. Only 
the Spirit of the Living God can make 
known His truth and it is to the 
humble and receptive mind and heart 
that He speaks. 


The message of God is clear, and 
it is final. The Holy Spirit alone can 
interpret this message and apply it 
to our hearts. The wise men of this 
world may fathom the mysteries of 
God’s creation but only the Holy 
Spirit can interpret the divine reve- 
lation. This must be done before the 
night of judgment descends. 


L.N.B. 
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MINISTERS 


A. Allen Gardner, Thomasville, Ga., 
has accepted the call of the First 
Church, Asheville, Nor. Car., suc- 
ceeding C. Grier Davis, now Presi- 
dent of Montreat College. 


W. L. Van Auken, from Houston, 
Texas, to the Fort Davis, Tex. 
church. 


Masaya Hibino, from graduate work, 
Princeton, N. J., to the Rossville, 
Ga., church. 


Virgil Pino, from Morton, Miss, to 
Uniontown, Ala. 


Ernest L. Helsley, 
Tex., to Irving, Tex. 


J. S. Johnson, from Statesville, 
N. C., to Lenoir, N. C. 


W. W. Hatcher, from the Mount 
Hope, W. Va., church to the newly 
organized Westminster church, Mon- 
roe, La. 


from Kilgore, 





DEATHS 


The Session of the First Presby- 
terian Church, Bartow, Fla., has 
memorialized one of its members, 
George M. Keller, who died June 
11, 1960. 





LETTERS 
TWO YEARS OLD, YET SPEAKETH 


I just read a reprint of your article 
of March 26, 1958, “The Red’s Pro- 
gram For the Church” by Mrs. Helen 
Sigrist, former Communist Party mem- 
ber. I think that this is a great article 
for the day in which we live, as Com- 
munism is set on destroying that which 
we hold so dear, our church, our free- 
dom and our Country . . . God bless 
you for what you have printed. We 
know that it is the truth. 


—(Rev.) Nolan Peschke 

First Evangelical 
Methodist Church 
Dallas, Tex. 






CHURCH AND STATE 


It is very gratifying to realize that 
a Protestant editorial should appear 
which points out the problems asso- 
ciated with the relationship between 
Church and State (Editorial, June 29). 
The confusion arising from the termi- 
nation of baccalaureate services serves 
as an excellent bit of evidence that 
separation of Church and State is an 
impractical fallacy. It is not neces- 
sary to be a Catholic to realize the 
dangers to religious freedom from the 
utter separation of the two... If 
you will study carefully the literature 
now being distributed by a leading or- 
ganization whose avowed purpose is 
to agitate for separation of Church 
and State, it will become obvious that 
the legislation it proposes is de- 
signed to inhibit Protestant progress 
as much as Catholic progress . 
When it becomes illegal for sisters and 
priests to teach in tax-supported 
schools it will be by legislation so 
worded as to also prohibit Presby- 
terian and Baptist clergymen from 
teaching in tax-supported schools . 


—Wm. A. Barnette 
Andrews, S. C. 


Not long ago we ran a story about 
a Protestant minister refused permis- 
sion to speak in a public school in his 
capacity as President of the Kiwanis 
Club. As we have said before, better 
to recognize that this is a Protestant, 
Christian nation than to live in a pagan 
or utterly secular society.—Ed. 





MODE OF BAPTISM 


As I remember correctly, a commit- 
tee of the Westminster Assembly con- 
sidered the question of Baptism, not 
if immersion was proper Baptism but 
if it should be allowed at all. After 
the usual procedure the committee 
voted, twenty-five to twenty-four, that 
immersion should not be considered 
even an allowable mode of Baptism 
... I think some of our younger min- 
isters have had some misleading teach- 
ing in regard to this question... I 
I think the “Reader’s Ask” (June 22) 
gave the proper answer. Let those 
who want to immerse join the Baptist 
or some other church that believes 
in immersion. 


—/(Rev.) W. S. Patterson 
High Point, N. C. 





THIS AND THAT 


The Journal is a must with me. I 
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am so thankful to have such a church 

paper come into my home weekly. 

Everything in it is so wonderful. The 

sound, Gospel-filled articles, the Sun- 

day School lessons, the Circle Studies 
. . all of it! 


—Mrs. Florence Vance 
Lynchburg, Va. 





I want to tell you that I think a lot 
of the Journal and of the editorials 
and management people. As fas as 
I am concerned, it is one of the few 
worthwhile enterprises left in the 
Southern Presbyterian Church. 


—tThos. R. Miller 
Florence, S. C. 





I try to be searching and am known 
to some to be critical. But I have 
yet to find any occasion to criticize 
the purpose or the spirit of the Jour- 
Each week my wife and I look 
forward to a real religious feast as 
we carefully consider what the Rev. 
Kenton Parker has to say about the 
Sunday School lesson . . . I am sure 
that I am one of not a few who thank 
God for Kenton Parker from week to 
week. 


nal. 


—(Rev.) Daniel A. McNeill 
Houston, Tex. 





The issue of June 15 was outstand- 
ing. “A Layman Looks At the Church 
and Her Vows” by Mr. A. R. Shaw, 
and “Joining The Presbyterian 
Church” by the Rev. B. Hoyt Evans 
are both fine articles and should be 
of untold help. 


—Mrs. Talmage M. Garrett 
Greenville, N. C. 
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